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1. Hold camera HORIZONTALLY (Landscape).  If you take a photo horizontally, you get a wider field of view.  This "fills the screen".  When you see cell phone photos on TV, they have large blank bars on the side because a phone photo has a different aspect ratio than your TV (or computer screen).  If you take a landscape photo, you can always zoom in or crop to make the picture vertical and closer.  You cannot do that if you've taken the photo vertically.

2. Hold the camera firmly which will keep the photo steady.  Most pictures are blurry because people naturally seem to push downward when they press the shutter button, and this movement causes blur.  Also, just lightly tap the shutter button - the less the movement the steadier the shot and the clearer the final photo.

3. Light - the natural light (outdoors) should always be behind or to the side of the photographer. This will eliminate "backlight" which often causes your subject to be in silhouette or look like little black stick figures.

4. Rule of thirds - if you imagine a tic-tac-toe board (with nine boxes), try to keep your subject at one of the corners of the center box, NOT IN THE CENTER BOX.  This gives the picture some "movement" with either more foreground (what's in front), or more background (what's behind). 
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